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NEHEMIAEH ii. ver. 4. 


80 I PRAYED To THE-GoD of HEAVEN. 


E read in ancient writers (the Greeks 
and Romans particularly) many and 
very high encomiums von perſons o 


a public ſpirit; patriots, men who with paternal 


affection loved their country; and were un- 
wearied and diſintereſted in promoting its wel- 
fare: nor can I blame or wonder at theſe enco- 
miums; blame or wonder at them ! no, I ap- 
prove of them; I am highly delighted with 
them; for genuine patriotiſm is true nobility: 
but how is this excellent ſpirit heightened, and 
ſtill more ennobled, when it is by divine grace 
ſanctified; when it ſpringeth from the love of 
the God of Iſrael, and habitually floweth on in 
connexion with that love; ſo that the man is 
not only a champion for civil liberty (a noble 
cauſe that); but alſo zealous for true religion, 
ſound doctrine, pure worſhip, and an holy ſpirit 
and converſation. Such a patriot was Nehemiah, 


the penman of this book, and the 1 who. 


ſpeaketh of himſelf in my Text. He was not 
born in Judea: he was now at a great diſtance 


from it: he was himſelf in a ſtation of plenty, 
eaſe and honour; for he was the king's cup- 


bearer, Chap. i. ft. but he did not forget his 
deſcent. He was a Jew ; he loved the country 
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of his anceſtors, and Jeruſalem particularly, the 
place of his father's ſepulchres. He was a god- 


ly Jew: he himſelf fully anſwered the character 


which he gives of Hananiah, Chap. vii. 2. © he 


was a faithful man and feared God above many; 
and therefore he felt himſelf intereſted in what 


concerned Jeruſalem, the city where his God 
had recorded his name, as the place of his moſt. 


folemn worſhip'. He had an opportunity of 
enquiring of ſome who came from thence, con- 
cerning the ſtate of things there, Chap. 1. 2. 
the account he received was a very melancholy 
one, ver. 3. and it affected him deeply: as a 
pious man he expreſſed his grief to the Lord. 
He retired and muſed on what he had heard : he 
wept, mourned, faſted and prayed; ver. 4. he 
received theſe tidings in the month Chiſleu, No- 


vember or beginning of December, ver. 1. and 
waited till the month Niſan, March or begin- 


ning of April, before he began to act for the 
good of his people and country. Why he 
waited ſo long, who can certainly ſay? Our ex- 
poſitors have ſuggeſted ſeveral probable reaſons, 
fuch as, He might engage ſeveral of his pious 


* brethren to ſeek the Lord by faſting and prayer: 


e he might think it improper to begin fo long 
* and dangerous a journey in the depth of 


* winter: his turn of attending upon the King 


<* did not come till this time; or no opportunity 
te of ſpeaking to the king preſented.” However, 
we are ſure from the event, that this was the 
Lord's time. He was now in his place waiting 
upon the king, as his cup-bearer, Chap. ii. ver. 1. 
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his ſad countenance, as indicating an heart op- 
preſſed with grief, was taken notice of by his 
royal maſter; and occaſioned his enquiry into 
the cauſe of his ſorrow : this enquiry ſtruck a 
terror on Nehemiah's ſpirit, ver. 2. Wherefore 
the king ſaid unto me, why is thy countenance 
ſad, ſeeing thou art not ſick ? this is nothing elſe 
but ſorrow of heart. Then I was ſore afraid.” 
Perhaps the king's countenance or accent in 
ſpeaking might intimate diſpleaſure. Nehemiah 
knew he had to do with an arbitrary prince, whoſe 
wrath might very ſoon be as meſſengers of death *. 
No wonder then, that he was on a ſudden 
terrified. Happy Britons who live under a legal, 
a mild and well tempered government! * Bleſs 
the Lord, O our fouls; and all that is within us 
bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O our ſouls, 
and forget not this his great benefit ©.” The good 
man, however, ſoon recovered his ſpirits, and in 
the high eaſtern ſtyle (too high I apprehend ; too 
high however for our moderate climate), O king 


live for ever, expreſſed his loyalty; and in 
language of moſt tender complaint told the king 


the cauſe of his ſorrow. © Why ſhould not my 


_ countenance be ſad, when the city, the place of 


my fathers' ſepulchres lieth waſte, and the gates 
thereof are conſumed with fire?“ ver. 3. The 
king patiently heard his complaint, which ſeemed 


to imply a petition : in this light he viewed it, 7 


and ver. 4. {aid unto him, For what doſt thou 
make requeſt?” important criſis this! which 


touched the good man to the quick; and imme- 


diately the ſpirit of grace and {upplication* drew 


Þ Prov. xvi. 14. © Pfal. clit. 1. 23 1 20-40. 
| | his 


SF 


his heart up to heaven. So I prayed to the God of 


heaven; the God of heaven, not excluſively, but 
eminently ; the God who created the heavens, 
both viſible and. inviſible ; and whoſe they are; 
the throne of whoſe glorious majeſty is in heaven; 


the God who is diſtinguiſhed, from all idols; 


earthly deities, vanities of mens imagination : I 
prayed to this God to direct my thoughts and 
words, and incline the king's heart to grant my 
requeſt. © We cannot ſuppoſe (faith Mr. Harvey) 
that he fell on his knees, or ſpoke with his lips, 
while he continued in the royal preſence. But 
he darted up his ſoul in /ilent ſupplication.” So 
I doubt not it was: and his kind of prayer, I 
would now attempt to illuſtrate and recommend. 
Such ſudden and ſhort prayers, whether mental 


or vocal (for they may be either), have been 


uſually called ejaculatory prayers, in alluſion to 
the throwing of a dart, or the ſhooting of an 
arrow, which is both ſudden and ſwift, and 
may intimate the quickneſs and fervency with 
which the ſoul is lifted up to the Lord; with 
which it even flies on the wings of faith, hope 
and love toward heaven. The general term 
ejaculatory prayer includeth every part of ſhort 
and ſudden addreſs to God; whether adoration, 
confeſſion, petition or thankſgiving ; whether 
prayer more immediately reſpecting ourſelves, or 
interceſſion for others. Indeed whatever may 
properly take place in our more ftated and {et 
ſeaſons of prayer, need not be excluded from this 
kind of prayer. Such ejaculatory prayers the ſaints 

have been much in the practice of, (Nehemiah 


2M Harvey's Theron, 39 edit. vol, 2, page 297. 


15 


* 
8 
77 5 
K 
1 
g 
4 
8 
} 
: 


e 8 
e e ee 


2 
{2M 
7 
1 
5 
* 
25 
7 
3 
N * 
I 
: 


4 Say. ids ” © Gn 4 
FFF 


e = FI! 
EE A Ol OY I ne 0000 
x 


7-4 
is a particular inſtance*) and have found the 
ſweetneſs and advantage of them. From the 
words then I obſerve, 

That it is the duty and intereſt of every Chriſ- 
tian to be frequent in ejaculatory prayer. In at- 
tending to this remark, I ſhall 


I, Point out ſome eſpecial occaſions or calls fs 
theſe holy ejaculations. 


II. Shew the uſefulneſs and propriety of ejacula- 
tory prayer, with a view to engage and en- 
courage Chriſtians to be frequent, very fre- 
quent in them, 


III. Suggeſt ſome directory- cautions. And 
IV. Conclude with a few refleftions by way 0 


improvement. 


I. Point out ſome eſpecial occaſions or calls for 
theſe holy ejaculations. 


1. When ſudden dangers ariſe, or unforeſeen 
difficulties and burdens perplex and preſs hard 
upon us, then ſhould our ſouls aſcend to God. 
We have a moſt excellent precept enforced by 
an exceeding great and precious promiſe, Prov. 
Vi. 5, 6. Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not to thine own underſtanding. 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall 
direct thy paths.” The true Chriſtian attending 
to the precept, and encouraged by the promiſe, 
doth in his daily ſeaſons of ſtated devotion, come 


to the throne of grace, and there maketh known 


his requeſts to his God; committeth his way to 


him, and caſteth his burdens upon him. The 


Chap. iv. 4, 5. v. 19, vi. 9, 14. xiii. 14, 22, 29, 31 
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mitted, but alſo invited to pray. No true obs 


| « 8 
liberty he hath for this he juſtly confidereth 
among his greateſt privileges; and is deſirous 
highly to prize, and conſtantly to improve it; 
That man doth not know what prayer is, _ 
doth not eſteem it a privilege to be not only 


for direction, no ſolid ſupport, no ſafe refuge 
when ſurrounded with difficulties, or oppreſſed 
with ſorrows, can any find but in an all- ſufficient 
covenant- God in Chriſt, Pſal. Ixi. 2. From the 
end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when m 
heart is over-whelmed : lead me to the rock that 
is higher than I.” He is a rock immoveable and f 
impregnable, a God every way worthy to be 
truſted in: and by faith in prayer particularly, 
do his people look to and truſt in him; yea, by _ 
prayer, however ſhort and ſudden ; for how fre- 
quently. do afflictions, dangers and burdens 
come upon us, that we had not the leaſt expec- | 
tation of. We know not what a day“, no, nor 
even what an hour © may bring forth,” The trial 
affects us the more, becauſe it was quite un- 
expected; but is our God at a diſtance? are we 
prohibited from looking to him till we have an 
opportunity for retirement? ſurely no. The way 
to the throne of grace is continually open, and 
our God ever near, for Jeſus the interceſſor ever 
lives, and“ through him we have acceſs by ang 
1 7 to the Father.” Eph. ii. 18. 

Pharaoh ſuppoſed = Iſraelites intangled i in 
the wilderneſs; the wilderneſs had ſhut them in : 
he purſued them (his heart being full of rage and 
and malice) with an armed force: their danger 


8 Prov. xxvii. 1. 
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was great and alarming: they were not prepared 


to reſiſt; nor had they any viſible way to eſcape: 


they were terrified to the laſt degree; Moſes en- 
couraged them, and cried to the Lord: he could 
not retire for that purpoſe; no, his preſence, 


and conduct were neceſſary for the fainting 
Iſraelites. He cried, i. e. ſuddenly lifted up his 
ſoul to the Lord in fome fervent and ſhort re- 


queſts ; not vocal but mental. Moreover, when 
David (to expreſs myſelf in the words of the 
late excellent Mr. Harvey) Heard that Ahi- 
* tophel, the ableſt rolitician in his kingdom, 


ce was revolted to Ablalom ; ſenſible what a loſs 


cc his affairs had ſuſtained, and what an ad- 
© vantage the rebellious party had acquired, he 
e betook himſelf to his God. He ſtaid not for 
* an opportunity of retirement, but . inſtantly 


and upon the ſpot cried; O Lord I pray thee. 
_ © turn the counſel of Ahitophel into fooliſhneſs *.” 


The meſſengers came fo quick one after another 
to inform Job of the evils which had befallen 
him, that he had ſcarce room for any reflection; 
but when the laſt meſſenger brought him the 
dreadful tidings of the death of all his children 


together by a ſudden blaſt from heaven, he not 


only ſutveyeth his deſtitute. condition, but darts 
up a fpiritual addreſs to the God of heaven, 


HgRleſſed be the name of the Lord..“ How 
ſtrong were the workings, how tender the feel- 
ings of parental affection in Jacob, when about 


to ſend his dear Benjamin into Egypt? Wherefore 


. (faith he to his ſons) dealt ye fo ill with me, as 


Rod, di; mne, k 2 Sam. xv. 31. 


Job i. 21. 
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Mark ix 24, Rom. vii. 24, 25. EE 18 : 
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to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 


but Benjamin muſt now go; his father perceived' 


the neceſſity ; but he would not part with him 


without breathing out his burdened heart to the 


Lord: © God Almighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may ſend away your other brother 


(viz. Simeon, whom Joſeph had detained bound 
in Egypt, Gen. xlii. 24.) and Benjamin *. 
But Chriſtians have dangers and difficulties of 


a more important and intereſting nature, which 


ſometimes ſuddenly ariſe, e. g. ſudden ſtirrings 


of luſts and corruptions; preſſing temptations 


from the devil and the world, pleading for pre- 
ſent attention and indulgence ; the believer hath 


no ſtrength of his own againſt them: what can 


he do? why at once cry to the Lord; ſeek wiſ- 
dom and ſtrength from him; grace to help him 


in this time of need; and (to allude to 1 Chron. 


v. 20.) cry to the Lord in the very inſtant of the 


battle; or as the diſciples when ready to be 
overwhelmed, © Lord fave us, we'periſh 9;” or in 


the pathetic words of the diſtreſſed father, Lord 


I believe, help thou my unbelief”;” nor is the 


Apoſtle's deep ſigh, © O wretched man that I 
am, &c.” * without its holy ejaculation, implied 
in the ſigh itſelf and expreſſed in the next verſe. 
2. Our ejaculations to the Lord ſhould ariſe 
when opportunities of honouring him and ſerving 
his cauſe above or beyond expectation preſent 
themſelves. 458 
There are many opportunities of this kind, 
which the watchful and lively Chriſtian will take 


m Gen. xlili. 6. 14. * Heb. iv. 16. » Matt. viii. 24, 25. 
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notice of, and be very deſirous not to let them 


flip; tis hardly poſſible to enumerate them. 
Particularly, there is one circumſtance which not 


unfrequently occurs, eſpecially to thoſe Chri- 
ſtians whoſe ſituation and buſineſs in life lead 
them to a general converſe in the world; they 
fall into company with perſons of very different 
characters and principles; how ſuitable, when 
this is the caſe, are ejaculatory prayers? I take it 
for granted that in this ſituation they are very de- 
firous to order their ſpeech, their whole conver- 
ſation aright, ſo as that they may receive no hurt 
in their ſpiritual intereſts, and bring no reproach on 
the goſpel, or the name of Chriſt, that worthy 
name by which they are called ©; and alſo be 
uſeful to their company ; but who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? © The preparations of the heart in 
man, and the anſwer of the tongue is from the 
Lord *;” to him then ſhould we look up for theſe 
preparations of the heart, and anſwer of the 
tongue, for wiſdom profitable to direct us, both 
to act and ſpeak aright, that we may not be ſin- 


fully filent, or fooliſhly talkative ; but behave 


ourſelves wiſely in a perfect way. Sometimes a 


| ſudden opportunity for ſome conſiderable public 


ſervice preſents itſelf ; at once ſhould the believer 
pray for an heart and ability to embrace and im- 

rove it, and a bleſſing from on high to give ſuc- 
ceſs: ſo did Nehemiah in the circumſtances to 
which my text refers. 

Sampſon was a public perſon ; a type of 
of Chriſt; and in this view he is to be conſidered 
particularly in the cloſing ſcene of his life. He 

t Acts xi. 26, Jam. ii. 7. Prov. xvi. 1. t Pſal. ci. 2. 


B 2 | had 


[2 ] 
had an unexpected opportunity of vindicating the 


honour of Iſrael's God, in the very inſtant that 
his enemies were ſporting with his own miſery, 


as now enfeebled and blind, and chanting Da- 


gon's Praiſes. He was ſolicitous to embrace that 


opportunity, and preſently entreateth the Lord to 
enable him to do it. And Samſon called unto 


the Lord, and ſaid, O Lord God, remember me, 
I pray thee; and ſtrengthen me, I pray thee, only 
this once, O God, that I may be once avenged 
of the Philiſtines for my two eyes.“ Chriſtians, 
when ſuddenly called to ſpeak, or a& for God, 


ſhould directly pray, that his grace might be ſuf- _ 
ficient for them, and his ſtrength made perfect in 


weakneſs. Another occaſion is, | 

3. When the Lord cometh in with ſome 
preſent ſhine of his countenance, in gracious diſ- 
coveries of his covenant-love to the believer ; or 
eſpecial inſtances of his mercy and goodneſs in 


his providence. 


The Lord's viſits to his people are ſometimes 
very unexpected : © Or ever I was aware ( faith 


the bridegroom of the church) my ſoul made 


me like the chariots of Ammi-Nadib, or ſet me 
on the chariots of my willing People.. They 
who fear the Lord, and obey the voice of his 
ſervant, may walk in darkneſs, and have no 
light *. They may be without comfort, and that 
for a conſiderable time; but the Lord will not 


.Caſt off for ever, though he may hide his face for 


a ſeaſon. He ſometimes, when they leaſt expect 


it, applieth ſome gracious ſuitable word of pro- 


miſe with evidence and power to their ſouls: 
u Judges xvi, 8. „ Cant, vi. 12. * II. I. 10. 
| their 
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their burdens are then removed; they ſing in the 
ways of the Lord, for he lifteth up the light of 


his countenance upon them, and thus putteth 


gladneſs into their hearts more than in the time 


that their corn and wine increaſed”. Draw me, 


(prayeth the church) we will run after thee. 
The king hath brought me into his chambers, 
(granted me moſt intimate and familiar fellow- 


ſhip with himſelf in his ordinances); we will 


be glad and rejoice in thee *; we will remember 
thy love more than wine. Thus ſurely when 
the Lord cometh nigh to them, they will not, 
they cannot delay going out to him in preſent 
ſwift exerciſes of faith, love and praiſe. When 
Chriſt was ſo graciouſly condeſcending to Thomas, 
he with holy wonder preſently cried out, My 
Lord and my God, 9. d. I acknowledge, I love, 


T worſhip thee as fuch*. When the ſeventy re- 


turned, and gave our Lord an account of the di- 
vine power, which had attended their miniſtry, 
he breaketh out in a ſudden addreſs to his heaven- 
ly Father, upon the diſplay of the divine ſove- 
reignty in the reception of the goſpel. *© In that 
hour Jeſus rejoiced in Spirit, and ſaid, I thank 


| thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 


thou baft hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes: 


| even fo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
fight*.” Did a kind Providence remarkably ap- 


pear in conducting Abraham's ſervant : ? he im- 


mediately owneth that appearance in thank 
giving to the Lord. * And the man bowed his 


y Pf. iv. 6, 7. 2 Cant. i, 4. 2 John xx. 27, 28. 


d Luke x. 21. 2 , 
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head, and worſhipped the Lord: and he fad, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of my maſter Abraham, 7 
who hath not left deſtitute my maſter, of his 
mercy and truth: I being in the way, the Lord | 
led me to the houſe of my maſter's brethren ©.” 
Did the Lord keep back David by Abigail's } 
means from ſhedding blood ? he breaketh — in ; 
an ejaculatory acknowledgment of the Lord's 
mercy to him herein; he ſpeaketh to her, but 
his heart is primarily directed to the Lord. 
«© Blefſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who ſent 
| thee to meet me this day.. Again, ; 
i 4. When preſent in converſe with our friends ; * 
when juſt about to leave them; when hearing 
al! from, or mentioning thoſe who are abſent ; or 
# 


1 in our friendly letters to them ; our kind regards 
| may, and often ſhould be piouſſy expreſſed in 
4 prayer to God for them. 


No ſmall degree of the pleaſures of the preſent 1 
j life conſiſteth in the tender feelings of our ſocial g 

affections towards our relatives and friends. We h 
are formed for ſociety; and a generous mind, 
1 ( unleſs the body be diſtempered with heavy 1 
{ Juices, or the heart oppreſſed with melancholy 5 
ideas) will find profit and pleaſure in company 
and converſe with near relations and ſincere and 
affectionate friends. Two are better than one, 

becauſe they have a good reward for their labour, 

for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; 
but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; 
for he hath not another to help him up. Again, | 
if two lie together then they have heat, but how 
can one be warm alone? and if one prevail 


© Gen, xxiv. 26, 27. d 1 Sam. xxv. 32. 
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1 
againſt him, two ſhall withſtand him, and a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken. 


Happy is it when theſe ſocial affections are 


ſanctified, and their tender feelings expreſſed in 
a manner becoming thoſe who love the Lord. 
Several of us know what the heart of a parent is; 
what a place our children have in that heart. 
Have our children then a place in our warmeſt 
affections? and do we, can we forget them in 


our ſtated ſeaſons of devotion? Thoſe certainly 


do not act as Chriſtian parents, who are not daily 
mindful of their children in their ſolemn addreſſes 
at the throne of grace, eſpecially as they may be 


ſo much encouraged to, and in that remember- 


ance, from the many great and precious promiſes 
reſpecting the ſeed of the righteous, recorded in 
the holy ſcriptures. But our rememberance of 
them ſhould not be confined to our cloſet, family, 
or public prayers, but from time to time as we 


ſee them, or hear from them, our fervent re- 


queſts, however ſudden and ſhort, ſhould be put 
up to the Lord for them, as reſpecting both their 
temporal and ſpiritual intereſts. O that this my 


child may live before thee. Lord, give unto 


this my ſon, this my daughter, a perfect heart“. 


Indeed, ſuch a way of cheriſhing and expreſſing 
their love; is highly becoming Chriſtians, in all their 


relative and friendly connections. Joſeph had been 
long ſeparated from his own brother Benjamin: 
no wonder then that his bowels yerned upon him, 
on the firſt interview: but it is obſervable, the 
piety of the ſaint was intermingled with his bro- 


e Eccleſ. iv. 9, 12. f Gen. xvii. 18. 5 1 Chron, xxix. 12. 
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therly love. Piety breathed out in prayer to God, 
% God be gracious to thee, my ſon*.” Nor 
would good old Jacob part even from Pharaoh, 
without bleſſing him, i. e. commending him by 
prayer to the bleſſing of the Lord: And Jacob 


| bleſſed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pha- 


raoh',” What a fpirit of religion in this way 
breatheth between Boaz and his reapers? And 
behold Boaz came from Bethlehem, and ſaid 
unto the reapers, the Lord be with you: and 
they anſwered him, the Lord bleſs thee. Nor 


could he be contented merely with praiſing Ruth 
for her piety towards God, and affectionate duty 


to her mother-in-law; but alſo putteth up a 
prayer for her. The Lord recompenſe thy work, 
and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God 
of Iſrael, under whoſe wings thou art come to 
tcuſt *,” The Apoſtle Paul loved Timothy with 
paternal tenderneſs : he once and again calleth 
him his fon, his own ſon : he had inſtructed 
him when preſent with him,. and' renewed his 
inſtructions and exhortations in the excellent 
epiſtles he wrote to him. While writing, he 


not only exciteth Timothy's attention to what he 


wrote, but in the very - inſtant. entreateth the 


Lord to give him continued illumination. Con- 
ſider what I fay, and the Lord give thee under- 
ſtanding in all things Did this ſame Apoſtle 


take notice in his letter to Timothy of the re- 
peated kindneſs of Onefiphorus to him? his holy 


gratitude would not ſuffer him to mention this 
without praying for him and his houſe, © The 


„ Gen. xliii. 29, 30. | Gen. xlvii. 10. * Ruth ii, 
4s 11, 12. 2 Tim. ii. 7. | | 5 
| Lord 
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Lord give mercy unto the houſe of Oneſiphorus; 
for he oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of 


my chain. But when he was in Rome, he 
ſought me out very diligently, and found me. 


The Lord grant that he may find mercy of the 


Lord in that day.“ Nor doth he mention the 
ſinful cowardice and unkindneſs of ſome pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians, as deſerting him when appear- 
ing before Nero in Chriſt's cauſe, without ad- 


joining to his complaint a petition to the Lord 


for them. At my firſt anſwer no man ſtood 
with me, but all men forſook me; I pray God 
that it may not be laid to their charge. 

5. When we are actually ſuffering injuries 
from any, our fouls ſhould aſcend. to "the Lord 


in prayers for them. 
Our bleſſed Lord teacheth us by precept © to 


love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to 
do good to them that hate us, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us *.” And 
he hath in this reſpect <* left us an example that 
we ſhould follow his ſteps”;” for when he was 
Juſt expiring on the croſs, this was his prayer for 
his perſecutors, and even murderers ; *©* Father 


forgive them, for they know not what they do a. 


Stephen (the firſt martyr for the cauſe of Chriſt 


after his aſcenſion) in the very article of death, 


a death inflicted on him by the rage and violence 
of men, who hated him without a cauſe, who 


were his enemies, becauſe he told them the truth, 


imitated his Lord in praying for his murderers ; 


m 2 Tim. L 16, 18. u 2 Tim. iv. 16 * Matt. v. 44. 


„ Pet. ü. 21. 2 Luke xxiii. 34. 
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* and he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, (to expreſs the ardor of his deſire) Lord, 
lay not this fin to their charge..“ When Chriſ- 
tians pray for their enemies in this circumſtance, 
big. while they are actually ſuffering injuries 
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from them, it is an happy mean (through the 

ſupply of the Spirit of Jeſus) to mortify riſing re- f 
ſentment, to preſerve them from raſh and angry * 
ſpeeches, and ſweetly melt the heart into the _ 
meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt. 4 


6. When animal nature is weak and languiſh- 
ing, in the near approach of death, and entrance | 
into the inviſible world, the foul ſhould go out 4 

towards heaven in ſhort and fervent ſupplications 1 
and prayers. ws | | 

There is a very ſolemn period, Brethren, be- 
fore us all. It is appointed to men once to die. 
The change is certain, but as to each of us, as 
yet untried: it is good to be often looking for- 
ward to it; to be waiting all the days of our 


appointed time, till our change come *. In ſome 
. inſtances, death hath his commiſſion from him 
' who hath the keys of the inviſible world, to 
ſtrike ſuddenly ; the union between the ſoul and 


body is diſſolved without any particular warn- 
ing; nor can I think, ſudden death at all unde- 
firable to that man who is in Chriſt : abſent 
from the body,” and preſent in an inſtant with 
j the Lord. But generally this earthly houſe, this 
tabernacle, the body, is ſhaken before it is taken 
down. Declining age, pining ſickneſs, or ſome 
acute diſcaſes and pains, inform us that we are 
ſoon to die. In theſe circumſtances,. however 
Acts vii. 61. Job xiv. 14. t Rev. i. 18. 


willing 


„ 
willing the ſpirit may be to attend the uſual re- 
tirements of the cloſet, or the ordinary devotions 
of the family, the fleſh is weak, and confineth 
us to the chair or bed of languiſhing; nor can 
we engage in long continued prayer; how ſuitable 
then are ejaculatory breathings? how refreſhing 
to the weak and dying Chriſtian himſelf, and 
how comfortable and encouraging (when they 
are vocal) to pious friends around? When the 
Patriarch Jacob was (under a peculiar prophetic 
influence) bleſſing his ſons, languid dying na- 
ture ſeemed to faint; he pauſeth therefore, and 
taketh a ſhort refreſhment in an holy aſpiration 
towards heaven, I have waited for thy ſalva- 
tion, O Lord *.“ Indeed the laſt exerciſes of the 
Chriſtian in this world ſhould be thoſe of re- 
pentance, faith, hope and love in prayer. 

Nor can I deſire to paſs out of time into eter- 
nity with more ſuitable addreſſes to the God of 
heaven, than thoſe of the publican, and Stephen 
conjoined : © God be merciful to me a ſinner ; 
merciful, in faith looking to the mercy-ſeat, (for 
ſo the original word imports) or rather to the 
_ anti-type of the mercy-ſeat, even the Chriſt of 
God. Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit ; into thy 
hands I commit it,- for thou haſt redeemed me, 
O Lord God of truth . „.  TFeſus, take me; I am 
ready, were the laſt words of Dr. Drake; and 
indeed thus to die, is to die as becometh faints ; 
and when the Lord ſmileth upon his people in death, 
thus will they die. Our Lord himſelf expired 
with an ejaculation to his heavenly Father ; and, 


u Gen. xlix. 18. » Compare Luke xviti. 1 T- Af vii. 59. 
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when Jeſus had cried with a loud voice, he ſaid, 


Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit ; 


and having ſaid thus, he gave up the ghoſt *.” 
When I mention theſe eſpecial occaſions or 
calls for ejaculatory prayers, I do not mean ſo 
much as to infinuate that we are prohibited to 
pray, thus to pray to the Lord af any time, or on 


any emergency, No, the God of all grace hath 


given us liberty at all times, and in all things by 


prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving to make 


known our requeſts to him”; and where the 
Lord giveth us liberty, we ought not to confine 
ourſelves, but rather open our mouths wide and 


them *. But thoſe which I have mentioned, are 
ſome of the eſpecial occaſions and calls for ejacu- 
latory prayers ; and I have taken notice of them 
only as ſuch. I proceed 


II. To ſhew the uſefulneſs and propriety of 


ejaculatory prayers, with a view to engage 
and encourage Chriſtians to be frequent, 
very frequent in them, 


* They are ſuited to any mae place, or 
company. 

The exhortations to prayer are expreſſed in 
very general and ſtrong terms in the holy Scrip- 
tures. © Praying always with all prayer and 


ſupplication in the Spirit” „Pray without 


ceaſing *.” Are theſe exhortations to be under- 
ſtood abſolutely without any limitation? No, 


ſurely, for there are many duties of a religious 


nature, 
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nature, to which we are called as well as to 


prayer: and the Chriſtian adorns his holy pro- 


feſſion by a regular diſcharge of the various du- 
ties of his ſocial relations, and calling in life. 
Indeed it hath been no uncommon temptation 
of Satan, (eſpecially in the infancy of grace) to 
draw perſons off from the duties of their rela- 
tions and callings, by an unſeaſonable attendance 
to religious exerciſes, prayer particularly ; the 
ſubtil old ſerpent hath been afterwards by the 
better enlightened ſoul detected in this device. 
But ejaculatory prayer is an excellent mean of 
ſanctifying the ordinary buſineſs and enjoyments 
of life, without any interru 96 of them. © I 
am continually with thee,” aith the Pſalmiſt ©, 

1. e. in thy preſence, under thy guidance and 
care, and acknowledging thee in all things. So 
that © this devotion of the heart neglects not any 
e buſineſs, but intermingles prayer with all . 
I have hinted that this kind of prayer is ſuited to 
any time and company. It undoubtedly is ſo. 
We may thus remember God upon our beds, 
and meditate on him in the night- watches: 
we may thus pray and praiſe even when the 
wicked are before us; (and prudence directs us 
to keep our mouth with a bridle *) ſince nothing 
may be more ſecret: it may be known only to 
him who prayeth, and that glorious object to 
whom his prayer is directed. But when thoſe 
who fear the Lord, and think upon his name, 
are together; either in more caſual viſits, or by 
appointment for religious conference ; I cannot 


© Pf. bai. 23. 4 Hervey, . Pl. lil. 6, . Pl. Xxxig. 1. 
* Mal. iii. 16. 5 : 
| with 
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with every ejaculation to be ſecret. When their 
ſpeech is with grace ſeaſoned with falt*, (oh 
that it was always fo!) ſome vocal ejaculations 
pertinent to the doctrines, duties, or experience 
on which they converſe, would be no interrup- 
tion, but rather an happy mean of drawing down 
the divine bleſſing on their converſation, and ſo 
promote their mutual comfort and edification; 
their -provoking one another to love and good 
works. I may properly obſerve, that 

2. As ejaculatory prayers are expreſſive of, ſo 


alſo they do cheriſh the divine life in the ſoul. 


It is an old obſervation, that as breathing is a 
ſign of natural life, fo, is true prayer of the ſpi- 
ritual; or prayer is the breath of the new-crea- 
ture, Behold he {converted Saul) prayeth *. 
Now true prayer, as it ſpringeth from life, alſo 
cheriſheth it. It is the appointed way of con- 
verſe with a covenant-God in Chriſt ; and con- 
verſe with God maketh us like him. 

The more then we abound in ſpiritual prayer, 
the greater likeneſs to the Lord ſhall we attain 
unto ; for our prayers have a conſtant reipect to 
the glaſs of the word, the goſpel particularly, 
which exhibiteth the glory of God in the perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and thus hath by the energy of 
the holy Spirit a continued transforming influence. 
* But we all with open face, beholding as in a 
glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord; or the Lord the Spirit 


Surely then we ſhould be frequent in prayer, that 


by our greater progreſs in holineſs we may be 


Col. iv. 6. 1 Heb. x, 24. * Acts ix. 11, 1 2 Cor, ili. 18. 
| 1 | made 
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made * meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light“. 

. Theſe ej jaculatory prayers greatly Feen 
the pleaſure of the Chriſtian's life, 

If there is any pleaſure in this life, it is to ba 
found in walking with, and living to God.“ Her 
ways (Wiſdom's) are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 

all her paths are peace. How delightful muſt 
it be for a man to feel his heart at eaſe, as 
* ſprinkled from an evil conſcience ?,” ſprinkled 
with the blood of God's own Son, « that Lamb 
of God who taketh away the ſin of the world * ;” 
and as the fruit and evidence of this ſprinkling 
with this peace-making and peace-ſpeaking blood, 
(which is its proper connexion) to have this for 
His rejoicing, <« the teſtimony of his conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with 
fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, he hath 
his converſation in the world“. Prayer is a 
drawing near to God, and as ſuch cannot but 
promote the Chriſtian's pleaſure, ſince herein he 
ratifieth his own inclination ; I mean the al- 

lowed {piritual prevailing bent and bias of his re- 
newed ſoul. Tis good for me to draw near to 
God: whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides 
thee.” Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 28. Communion with 
God by means of prayer hath ever been grateful 
to the ſaints; and to it the Pſalmiſt refers when 
he faith, (and faith. it too in the name of the 
Mefliah) « I have ſet the Lord always before 
me. It would be a burden therefore to the 
* Col. i. 12. * Prov. iii. 17. ® Heb. x. 22. P John i. 29. 
4 2. Cor. i. 12. P. xyi. 38. 
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real Chriſtian to be confined to his more ſtated 
ſeaſons of approach to-his God. This thought 
is moſt ſtrongly and beautifully expreſſed by an 


excellent writer of the laſt age, Prayer is not 


his (the Believer's) taſk, or a piece of penance ; 


e but it is the natural cry of the new-born ſoul ; 


< neither doth he take it up as a piece of policy, 
ce to bribe God's juſtice, or engage mens charity, 
* to purchaſe favour with God or man, or his 
* own clamorous conſcience: but he prays be- 
* cauſe he wants, and loves, and believes: he 
© wants the fuller preſence of that God whom 


© he loves, he loves the preſence which he 
wants; he believes that he who loves him will 
* not ſuffer him to want any good thing that he 


* prays for. And therefore he doth not bind 
« himſelf ſeverely, and limit himſelf penuriouſ- 


_ * ly to a morning and evening ſacrifice and ſo- 


t lemnity, as unto certain rent-ſeaſons wherein 


© to pay a homage of dry devotion ; but his lov- 


e ing and longing ſoul, diſdaining to be con- 
« fined within canonical hours, is frequently 
< ſoaring in ſome heavenly raptures or other, and 
<« ſallying forth in holy ejaculations. He is not 
e contented with ſome weak eſſays towards 
heaven in ſet and formal prayer, once or twice 
«a day, but labours alſo to be all the day long 


« ſucking in thoſe divine influences, and ſtreams 


* of grace, by the mputh of faith, which he 


* begged in the morning by the tongue of 
te prayer. | Th 
4. Theſe prayers, theſe thort and ſudden 


| prayers, are under the promiſe ; and have ac- 


s Shaw's Immanuel, N edit. pages 76, 77. 
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cordingly been honoured with gracious, and evi- 
dent anſwers. 


We often addreſs and adore the God of Iſrael 


in the words of the Pſalmiſt, „O thou that 
heareſt prayer, nor doth our God wear this 


title in vain. No, ſurely: thouſands and ten 
thouſands will to eternity witneſs that he fully 
anſwered it. This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him; and ſaved him out of all his 
troubles *".”” Jehovah doth indeed hear prayer; 
what, the more ſet prayers only of his people? 
by no means theſe only; for we are not heard 
for our much - ſpeaking, but for the Lord's name 
ſake in Jeſus Chriſt. Sudden prayers have found 
not only a gracious, but a ſudden anſwer. So 
had the prayer referred to in my text. Nehe- 
miah's * ſupplication (as Mr. Hervey expreſſes 
eit“) pierced the clouds; reached the eternal 
<* throne, and returned not again till a bleſſing 


was ſent. Such as totally averted the wrath 
he dreaded; and procured favour and aſſiſt- 


ce ance, much larger than he expected. David's 
< prayer againſt Ahitophel was ſhort, but very 
« efficacious. He who diſappointeth the devices 
« of the crafty, ſent a ſpirit of infatuation among 


<« the rebels; and inclined them to reject the 


advice of that judicious ſtateſman. Which 
<« falſe ſtep brought upon their horrid enterprize, 
<« the ruin it deſerved; and chagrined the wretched 
< traitor, even to rage, frenzy and ſuicide.” 
Father, glorify thy name (fo darted forth the 


foul of our bleſſed Redeemer, and how imme- 


© Pf. Ixv. 2. » Pf. xxxiv. 6. vw Hervey, bi ſupra. 
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diate was the anſwer) © then came there a voice 


from heaven ſaying, I have both glorified it, 
and will glorify it again *.” Lay theſe particu- 


lars together; and then judge whether the Chriſ- 


tian ſhould not be frequent in <jaculatory prayers. 


Surely it will be his wiſdom, his honour, his 


happineſs to be ſo. Where is the believer, the 
lively Chriſtian however, that will not affent to 
the ſaying of one of the eminent old puritans ? 
vg. Ejaculatory prayers! as arrows in the hand 
of a mighty man, ſo are they: happy is the 


man that hath his —_ full of them”. 
I ſhall now 


III. Suggeſt ſome . ee 
theſe cjaculatory prayers. 


1. Do not overlook Chriſt's name and inter- 
ceſſion; or the Holy Spirit's help in theſe gacu- 
latory prayers. 

There is no ſpiritual acceptable prayer, whe- 
ther longer or ſhorter, without a believing re- 
gard to both. I do not ſay, or mean the expreſs 
mention of either is efſent:ally neceſſary ; but the 
habitual dependence of the foul certainly is ſo. 

The things which concern our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, his perſon, righteouſneſs, and grace ; and 
the perſon and work of the Holy Spirit (who 
glorifieth Chriſt, © for he taketh of his, and ſhews 
it unto believers *”), however they may be omit- 
ted, neglected and deſpiſed in the modern Goſ- 
pel of, alas! too many profeſſed Chriſtians in our 


day; are interwoven with, are eſſential to that 


* John xii. 28. Dr. Mather's Hiſt. of New England, 
Page 54. lib. iii. Z John xvi, 14. 
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E 
tes Goſpel which was preached with the 


Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven *, and which 


we have preſerved to us in the holy Scriptures. 
The word of truth, the Goſpel of our ſalvation, 
evidently directeth us to this habitual dependence 
on Chriſt's name, and interceſſion for acceptance 
and ſucceſs in all our prayers, and to the Holy 
Spirit's help in them. © I am the way, faith 
our Lord ; no man cometh to the Father, but by 


b 3» 


me. © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, what- 


ſoever ye ſhall alk the Father in my name, he 
will give it you ©.” If any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his*,” This Spirit 
of Chriſt dwells in the believer as a Spirit of 
adoption, and exciteth him to pray, and helps 
and teaches him in prayer. But how ſhall this 
habitual dependence, I ſpeak of, be maintained? 
I anſwer briefly ; by frequently, daily ſaying ex- 
preſsly what we ſaid when we firit truſted in 
Chriſt ; << In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength .“ Saying it not merely verbally (the 
convinced enlightened ſinner did not thus ſay it 
at firſt,) but with real acceptance and depen- 
dence of heart. This is living the life we live 
in the fleſh by the faith of the Son of God “. 
This is living and walking in the Spirit*®. And 
thus ſhall we in our own happy experience know 


the fulfilment and meaning of that precious pro- 


miſe ; © and I will ſtrengthen them in the Lord, 


and they ſhall walk up and down in his name, 
ſaith the Lord *.” 


« 1 Pet. i. 12. Þ» John xiv. 6. © John xvi. 23. | 4 Rom, 


Vil. 9. © Rom. viii. 15, 26, 27. f If. xlv. 25. s Gal. 
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2. Do not excuſe any neglect of, or careleſs- 
neſs in your more ſtated devotions by the fre- 


quency (or. ſuppoſed frequency) of your qjacula- 


tory prayers. 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and 


deſperately wicked; who can know it *? ” Nor 


is the heart in any thing more deceitful than in 
a religious profeſſion. May not the deceitfulneſs 
of the heart work in ſuch a way as this? I have 
much buſineſs: I am obliged to keep much 
company : I cannot find time, ( not much time 
however) for cloſet or family-prayer ; but yet I 
do not caſt off fear, and reſtrain prayer before 
God. No, the Lord knows that I pray often: 
I am very often putting up ſudden and ſhort 
prayers to him. — I cannot but query, whether 
that perſon ever prayed at all who can be ſatiſ- 
fied (long ſatisfied however) with ſuch a plea 
for the neglect of cloſet, or family prayer. 1 
would aſk whether ſuch a plea doth indeed ſuit 
the free and generous ſpirit of a real Chriſtian ? 
of that man into whoſe heart © God, who com- 
manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath 
ſhined, to give him the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt”, 
who loveth God, becauſe he firſt loved him?“ 
What, becauſe I meet my friend, my father, in 

paſſing ; and we do for a minute converſe toge- 
ther, mart I never defire more particular, and 
longer intercourſe? That love can never be 
very fervent, that is not ſtimulated by a paſſing 
glance to wiſh for a ſet interview. Where reli- . 
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| pious duties are rightly performed, they diſpoſe 


to, not joſtle out each other. I need not look 
beyond the context for the proof of this, in the 
caſe before us. Nehemiah had been very ſo- 
lemnly engaged in ſet prayer, before he offered 
up the ejaculatory prayer, referred to in my text. 
In chap. 1. 4. we have the ſubſtance of his prayer, 


admirably ſuited to the occaſion of it. 


3. Watch againſt oſtentation in your ejacula- 
tory prayers; or even every thing which may but 
ſeem to be oſtentatious. 

I would by no means be underſtood to confine 


this caution to ejaculatory prayers; no; it never 


becometh the chriſtian in any part of his profeſſion 


to affect a glare. The moſt excellent perſons 


have been found among the moſt modeſt. In- 


deed the whole of our profeſſion and practice 


in religion ſhould be ſincere without diſguiſe ; 

free and open without reſerve ; and bold withoat 
cowardice and laviſh fear. Truth doth not ſhun 
the light, but appears moſt beautiful in the 
brighteſt day: but ſtill let oſtentation be carefully 
avoided. We well know how ſolemnly and 


ſharply our bleſſed Lord reproveth all affectation 


and vain ſhew in matters of religion . If any 
ſeem to be religious, in order to their being 
praiſed of men, they may very poſſibly obtain 
their end: verily they have their reward; and 
who that know the Lord will envy them ? But 


chriſtians, I repeat the caution, watch againſt any 
thing that may but even ſeem oſtentatious in 


your ejaculatory prayers. Mine eyes are ever 


towards the Lord *:” but ſurely our eyes may 


Matt. v. pane „ „ PIM XXV= 1g- 
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be ever towards him, according to the full mean- 


ing of the Pſalmiſt, without our furning them up 
in the fight of men, or uſing any particular mo- 


tions or geſtures of the body. Let me not here 
be miſunderſtood, as tho I charged all thoſe 
with hypocriſy, who by external appearances in- 
dicated to men ſomething of their praying men- 


zally. © I the Lord ſearch the heart; I try the 


reins *;”* this is the prerogative of Jehovah ; nor 


let any creature dare to invade it. May divine 


grace preſerve us more and more from ſuch at- 


tempts : rather may we be enabled to cheriſh that 


love, which (as far as it reaſonably can) * be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things.“ Indeed I 
am fully perſuaded, that in the preſent caſe theſe 
indications of ejaculatory prayer, may, in the 
molt upright perſons, be really involuntary, The 
attention of their minds may render them unob- 
fervent of the motions of the body. What I in- 
tend therefore is this, that tho' we may be ſeen 
of men, yet let us do nothing in religion in order 
to be ſeen of them, and applauded by them. Indeed 
when we are in company with thoſe who fear 
the Lord, and our prayers are vocal, the leſs 
guard as to our bodily motions or geſtures may 
be neceſſary. But this will be farther illuſtrated 
under the next head ; to which I now proceed. 

4. Guard againſt all irreverence of ſpirit in 
lifting up your fouls to the Lord; and if your 
ejaculations are vocal in the preſence of others, 
let the ſolemnity of your ſpirit be (as much as 
poſſible) apparent. 
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The glorious Jehovah is as much to be wor- 
ſhipped in ſpirit and in truth in a ſhort and ſud- 
den, as in a more ſet and long prayer. We have 
to do with the ſame Object ; the ſame Mediator ; 
the ſame Holy Spirit of Grace, in the one as in 
the other. Holy and reverend is his name.“ 
Let his name then be ever revered. I have juſt 
been cautioning againſt oſtentation, but T do not 
mean, that in order to avoid ſhew, we ſhould 
be in the leaſt degree irreverent. Do we ever 
expreſs our kind wiſhes for ourſelves or others in 
words importing addreſs to God, in the preſence 
of any, whether profeſſors of religion or not ? 
Let us ſo ſpeak as that our petitions may appear 


to be in earneſt, Let us not be aſhamed that 


this doth appear, but rather fee to it, for 3 8 


glory and the credit of our holy profeſſion, i 


doth nigſt evidently appear. I cannot but fear 5 
God be with 700 6800 bleſs you — Lord have 
mercy upon us — Good God! Lord Jeſus! And 
many other ſuch like expreſſions, as they pro- 
ceed from the lips of ſome perſons, is nothing 
leſs than taking the name of the Lord in vain. 
Oh that we. may always remember the ſolemn . 


declaration of Jehovah ; that he will not hold 


him guiltleſs that taksth his name in vain *.” 
The Ton. Mr. Boyle was a perſon eminent in 
his day for genius, learning and piety. It hath 
been taken notice of (greatly indeed to the ho- 
nour of his memory) that he never mentioned 
the name of God, but with an obſervable ſolemn 
pauſe. Time was when ſuch a hint as this 
would hardly have been neceſſary in a congre- 
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gation of Proteſtant-Diſſenters. Our predeceſſdrs, 
my brethren, (many of us may ſay our fathers) 


were noted for their conſtant circumſpection and 
care in reverencing the names and titles of the 
Lord: and I believe there could but very few be 


found among thoſe who flatedly attended the wor- 


ſhip of God in our congregations, but were free 
from the dreadful ſin of profaning in words the 
name of God. But are we not degenerated ? are 
there none now who ſtand j in a nearer relation than 
merely attending the mere. publick ordinances of 
worſhip, who do fo follow a multitude to do 
evil ©, as in a trifling and careleſs manner to men- 
tion the name of God? 0 the good Lord hum- 
ble, pardon and heal us. I juſt add, 

Do not overlook the ſucceſs * theſe ſud- 


den dartings of your hearts toward hg God of 


heaven. 
Some ſaints have had rich and ſweet experience 


of the grace of God their heavenly Father, in 
this reſpect. If we have any, let us not forget 


it ; but improve it to God's glory, and our own 
ant our fellow-chriſtians comfort. 


IV. I ſhall conclude with a few refleions by | 


way of 1mprovement. 


1. How wonderful is the condeſcenſion and 
grace of Jehovah in permitting, nay inviting and 


encouraging his people, thus to dart forth their 


ſouls to him. 
There is ordinarily much of external form i in 


approaching earthly princes ; but the King of 


kings looketh on the heart. The humble up- 


u Exod. XX11l. 2. 
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right ſoul is accepted in Chriſt, © with him who 
is the high and lofty one, who inhabiteth eternity“. 


Moſt gracious and. teider is the invitation af 
Chriſt to the church; let me ſee thy counte- 


nance, let me hear thy voice, for ſweet is thy 
voice, and thy countenance is comely *.” The 
moſt ſſecret breathing is a voice to him who 


« ſearcheth the heart, and knoweth what is the 


mind of the ſpirit .. Lord, all my deſire is be- 
fore thee, and my n is not hid from 
thee *. ke 

2. How aſtoniſhing, how humbling is the 


folly of thoſe who profeſs to be the children of . 


God, and perhaps really are fo, in that they no 


more converſe with their heavenly Father. 


A father ever near, and yet ſeldom ſpoken to! 
A father © able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we aſk or think *;” and yet but 
ſeldom applied to for help, and bleſſings! The 
bleſſings of grace and glory, and every good 
thing *. How aſtoniſhing, how humbling is this! 
How hath it been ? How is it now from day to 
day in this reſpect with us? Let me again ex- 
preſs myſelf in the words of Mr. Hervey : 
« Amidſt the intervals of our ſolemn devotions, 
ce have we cultivated an ejaculatory intercourſe 
„with heaven? How highly would the ambi- 


6 tious courtier prize, and how frequently would 


« he uſe a privy key, which ſhould give him at 
all hours, free admittance to his ſovereign. 
* This key of admittance, only to an infinitely 
te more exalted potentate, we all poſſeſs i in the 


_ * TIfa. lvii. 15. * Cant. ii. 14. Rom. viii. 27. 
a Pf, xXxxviii. 9. 2 Eph. iii. 9. P. IXXxiv. 11. 
practice 


Vs 
te practice of mental aſpirations to God. — It is 
tc certainly the nobleſt employ, and will be the 


te richeſt- improvement of our thoughts, to ſend 


© them in ſuch ſhort embaſſies to the King of 
kings; and to derive by ſuch occaſional ſallies 
<« of faith, a renewed ſupply from the fountain. 
cc of all good. How great a loſs then muſt it 
« be to our ſpiritual intereſts, and how contemp- 
© tuous a diſregard of the ever-preſent Jehovah, 
ce to omit intirely, or long to diſcontinue this 
« moſt beneficial practice of habitual adoration ? 
*& —] would farther obſerve, (adds this excellent 
«chriſtian and miniſter) this is the prayer which 
c brings down ſomewhat of heaven into the 
te heart; in which I would myſelf deſire to 
* abound; and would earneſtly recommend to 
ce all my acquaintance, and all my readers *.” 

3. How dreadfully dangerous is the caſe of all 


thoſe who have God much in their lips, but not 


at all in their hearts. 

Now ſo it is with both hypocrites and profane; 
thou art near in their mouth, but far from their 
reins, Jer. xii. 2. they ſpeak much of divine 
truths, and often perform holy duties; but know 
nothing of the ſanctifying influence of either on 


their hearts, and lives; © they profeſs that they 


know God, but in works they deny him.“ 
“ They have a form of godlineſs, but deny the 
power thereof. Such perſons (continuing in 


tion .“ 


this ſtate) „ ſhall receive the greater damna- 


Ho Hervey ub; ſupra. Tit. i. 16. 2 Tim. it, 5. 
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As to the others, God is not in all their 
thoughts *;” and yet © they ſet their mouths 
againſt the heavens, and their tongue walketh 
thro' the earth; they give, themſelves an un- 
bounded liberty to blaſpheme God, profanely uſe 


his names and titles, and revile and curſe men. 


Such ſhall alſo know that © it is a fearful thing 


to fall into the hands of the living God ©.” I 


conclude. with this ſerious ejaculation, ** may 
the ſpirit of grace and ſupplications enable each 
of us to ſay, I give myſelf unto prayer 


Amen, _ 
t Pſ, x. . U fn, *Hika 
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